This morning, I will be explaining and introducing to you the concept behind Pure Church, how it was conceived, how it was born and how we hope it will grow.
First of all, I’d like to take this opportunity to pray – 
I thank the Father for opening new doors for Pure Church to be born.
Thank you to Jesus for His presence and for His salvation
I thank the Holy Spirit that He’s at work among us now – opening the eyes of our hearts, giving us assurance of His Love and I ask that He leads us through a pilgrimage of prayer and growth in His grace.  In Jesus Name. Amen.

This is very much a team effort with Jasmin & Louise as much a part of PC as me and they will be talking more about their own journey of faith more in the future – today they will be leading in prayer and worship.  I have drawn the short straw this time.
Finally, I’d like to thank Rev Paul because without his sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, its doubtful we would be here today. 
In case you’re wondering what qualifications do I have to stand here and teach the Gospel?
I have none.  I feel in fact woefully inadequate, but I am glad. Because you see this is where God wants us.  Dependence on Him and His Word is where our victory lies.  Jesus girded himself – He prepared Himself for the ultimate challenge.  Our efforts will never measure what’s our heart.  And that’s ok because God looks only at the heart – the willingness and sincerity of the soul.  So, I will just rest and let the transformation continue.
God doesn’t call us to do things that we can do in our own strength.  He is well able to place in our hands what we need to complete and what He wants us to do.
One thing that qualifies us all to spread the Gospel is:
Mark 16:15   Go into the world. Go everywhere and announce the Message of God’s good news to one and all.  
This is the Great Commission Jesus gave those of His followers and so that’s an invitation to every disciple of Jesus to share the Good News with family, with friends, with people we engage in conversation, colleagues – anyone we feel led to share with.  




· Daunting prospect – in this time we live in
· We think people don’t want to engage in biblical conversation – but actually we are not to persuade people to accept Christ, we are to present Christ to them – then they must CHOOSE what they do with Him.  Reject Him or Accept Him.
· We can be creative!  We can present the Gospel in the right way at the right moment, if we are led by the Holy Spirit.
· Research shows many young people are exploring Christianity (link) 
· They are actively seeking out spiritual meaning
· What does this mean for us and why should we get involved with this?
Well, it means we (as the body of Christ) need to be prepared to help these young people and be equipped to answer the thorny questions asked by those seeking to find meaning in our world today.  Our young people need to hear the message of Christ – WHY?  Because it’s by Christ that we find hope and peace. (John 16:33)   He’s the only way we can make a change and find protection during trials and challenges. (John 14:6)
The aim of Pure Church is to help build confidence in the Body of Christ to grow so that we can go out into the world and talk about Jesus and share our faith.
One of the ways we can share our faith is by telling our testimony and I will be starting things off by sharing mine a little later this morning…..

SO Pure Church is quite simply 
· coming to God, through Christ, in our own space and moments wherever and whenever that may be.  In the garden, out walking, on the way to work – in your lunch hour – wherever you may be.  He wants your presence.
· giving our heartfelt innermost thoughts, concerns, hopes and desires to God – He wants our minds
· in the peace of a few moments and 
· sanctifying that time to Him – The kind of authentic, high quality, honest and sincere worship regardless of where we are – not just here in Church. 
By prioritising time and listening for Him, believers are all able to hear His voice (John 10:27) because we are hard wired to be that way – it’s something that needs practise, but we are all able.


There are preconceptions of what we have to do to know God –  such as coming to Church.  
The bible doesn’t teach that – although we highly recommend it!   
What the bible teaches is that we are come to Christ and respond to His calling.   We can come to church all our lives and know the hymns, but never actually know HIM.

· Too often we are slow to respond to God’s calling.  He’s not calling us all to be a vicar or a lay preacher, He’s calling us all to respond to what Christ did for each of us on the Cross. 
· Pilate said, “What do you want me to do with Him?”  (Matt 27:22)
· The same question applies to us – What do we do with Christ?  How do we handle this question?
Think of it a bit like a dog and his owner –
Too often we’re busy sniffing around places we shouldn’t and generally pleasing ourselves – going ‘off lead’ as it were and oblivious to the master’s call.
Growing in Christ, developing our spiritual muscles involves some challenges, some uncomfortable moments – sometimes it’s through a test or trial.    There’s a popular saying that God will test you in 3 ways –
1. He’ll give you what you want immediately and test our gratitude, (1 Thess 5:18)
2. He doesn’t give you what you want and tests our faith (2 Cor 5;7) or
3. He delays what you want and tests our patience (Isa 40:31)
Personally, I’d say he’s not limited to 3 methods, but you can guarantee that failure to be grateful in the small things of life is a precursor to failure in moving forward with God.
Pure Church has been several years in the making.  
It all started out during prayer shortly after losing both my parents within 2 years of each other and after searching the Lord for direction and what was next….  I kept getting thoughts and pictures in my mind which didn’t really align with my idea of what I thought might be a good direction for me to go in.  I pushed them away at first.   Like some of my dogs, I pretended I was busy and I hadn’t heard.   
Over a period of time, after a great deal of laying aside my own ideas, those images stayed within me as God worked on my heart and re-ordered my desires.  
It seems incredible, but those little seeds that were germinating in my mind are bearing fruit.  We may not be filled to the rafters, and we may not all be raising our arms in praise yet, but we are here – and that’s a great start.

So Pure Church has been gestating, growing inside me a bit like a pregnancy.
Talking of pregnancy – how many weeks generally does a pregnancy last?
40 is an important number in the Bible.  There are many examples and patterns in the bible that use this number – which brings things nicely in line with LENT.
Here are some examples of the number 40 in scripture, starting with 40 weeks.
· The Great Flood (Gen 7:12)
· Moses and the 10 commandments on Mt Sinai (Ex 24:18, 34:28)
· Hebrew Spies in the promised land of Canaan (Num 13:25)
· Goliath taunted the Israelite army before David defeated him (1 Sam:17:16)
· Elijah’s journey and flight from Jezebel (1Kings 19:8)
· Jonah and Ninevah’s repentance (Jona 3:4)
· Jesus’ fast and temptation by the devil in the Wilderness and his post resurrection appearances 
40 years:  Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years, Moses’ life stages – 40 in Egypt, 40 in Midian, 40 in Israel, Reigns of Kings Saul, David & Solomon, Rest in the Land of Israel during the time of Judges, Israel handed over to the Philistines for 40 years before Samson began to deliver them.
We need to pay attention to what God is showing us by repeating the pattern of the number 40 throughout history.  It’s actually used over 150 times in the bible and all refer to significant transitions or spiritual growth.
Lent is a time when we aim let go of things that encumber our walk with the Lord.  
Whether its old habits, unhealthy addictions, dieting or just generally trying to be a better person, Lent helps us to re-focus on things that improve our lives, the idea being we move closer to God and deeper in worship as we trust Him to take us to the other side – the 41st day – transformation day.  This is when the 40 days of trial and testing is up and hopefully by the 41st day – we have been transformed.  The baby is born!  The fruit has become visible.


· Lent is not about feeling the absence of giving something up, but more about being moulded into something new.  There’s an excitement of what might be – the idea of transformation and what that looks like that spurs us on during the challenge of those 40 days and nights.  God is teaching us to not just live for the transformation and embrace the journey or the process.

Matthew 5:8     (Incidentally 5 x 8 = 40!) says  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall SEE GOD”                       
This wasn’t just a verse to me; it was a VOICE.  
We can’t see God physically – but we see and hear Him through His Word.  
We see what He wants us to see and hear what HE wants us to hear.
This voice from God gave me faith to believe for the birth of Pure Church.  I could start to see in my spirit what God wanted me to see.  
Who are the pure in heart?  
Those who sincerely seek God. That’s all of you here today – because you wouldn’t be here otherwise.  
We see God when we see His goodness.  
We see Him in each other, nature, His Word.  
If we would just open our spiritual eyes, spend time in Scripture and with each other, we will see and hear Him.
I see Him here – now – through the birth of Pure Church – what a blessing!  
I see Him in my children – what a blessing they are! – I see His goodness in them.  His love and His mercy – that they are healthy and strong and serving God – I can SEE GOD working in their lives.   They’re not angels mind you!  None of us are – but we can learn to see God in each other as we see His attributes displayed and the fruit of prayer – we just need to look & pay attention.




This is the aim Pure Church – to see and hear God more clearly – every day. 
Now I don’t think for one moment that we need to wait 40 days to see results, nor do I think that we need to necessarily all go through the fire in order to experience God’s presence.  The number 40 is symbolic and could relate to 40 days, 40 weeks or 40 years.  The point is that there is a PROCESS to transformation.  A time of patient waiting – expectation and reflection.  This is what we can expect, and it helps if we embrace this process, even if we can’t always enjoy it.
It’s not easy to seek God in our world is it?
Our world is very loud.  
We find it difficult to find time, to rest, to contemplate to do these things that necessitate his presence.
Everything is rush rush rush.  With so much chatter, noise and busyness, it’s not easy to be aware of God’s presence let alone hear His voice and see Him at work.  
But we can because if we are IN CHRIST and CHRIST IS IN US, 
We’re on the inside.  We’ve got the power!  It’s a very subtle, quiet power, unlike the world’s power which is loud and boisterous.
A dog’s world is also subtle.  I feel another dog analogy coming on…..
With dogs, if you’re not super observant you can miss the cues, the body language – the tail carriage, the ears pinned back, tail between the legs, the small signals and warnings that they’re feeling uncomfortable or anxious…. We expect them to display their feelings in a more visible way.
All too often we expect God to boom out His voice in a way we can hear, above the noise of the TV, phones, appointments, meetings, children and even church.  But He’s not like that.  He has a still, small voice and we have to pay attention, otherwise we miss it.


My dog Saffy is the epitome of the Therapy Dog Standard.  
She will sit next to me on the sofa and just gaze into my eyes.  In fact, it’s almost as if she gazes beyond my eyes, right into my soul.  We do laugh about it sometimes, but actually she’s just doing her job.
She frequently rests her paw on my shoulder.  
She wants to communicate in the silent and subtle way that only she knows how.  It’s as if she is saying:                  
  “I know.   I’m here.    Now Give me a biscuit!”
It’s as if she sees in the me things that I can’t even see myself.
God is like this.
He sees our anxieties, he knows about our cares and concerns long before we even become aware of them, and he longs to get our attention.  Why?  So we can be prepared, so we can pray, so we can be ‘dressed’ for the battle.  
He calls our name – and tries to get our attention because He knows that when we answer, it’s good for us!  The long-term benefit of communicating with God is REST and   RESILIENCE.
That’s what the promise of Hebrews 4 is.  
Today, if you will just listen and enter in, don’t turn away from Him.  The promise of rest is still here for God’s people – and at the end of the journey we will surely rest with God.  Heb 4:8-13
Rest is a Promise of God to His people.  Yes, rest at the end of our journey here on earth, but it’s also possible to REST in times of turmoil, in the challenges life throws at us and in the busyness of every day.   There is a rest in placing our worries and concerns at the foot of the cross and leaving them with Jesus.
Have you seen the film Evan Almighty?
It’s about a man in NY who hears God call him to build an ark.  At first, it’s a bit of a joke, but as time goes on, his family become worn out with the challenges involved and it puts a huge strain on his marriage.  One day while in a diner the wife who is quite visibly upset attracts the attention of the waiter – who happens to be God in disguise.  The name label on his shirt says ‘AL MIGHTY’.  
“God” in the diner tenderly asks if Evan’s wife is ok and so she opens up and explains what’s going on with her husband.  
“God” quietly explains to her that the story of Noah and the Ark is actually a love story.  Everyone who went into the Ark went in side by side, two by two – together.  She replies “but he says God told him to do it – what do you do with that?” – and ‘God’ replies, “Sounds to me like an opportunity”.
If someone prays for patience, do you think God just gives them patience? Or does He give them the opportunity to be patient?
If someone prays for courage, does God give them courage, or the opportunity to be courageous?
If someone prayed for their family to be closer, do you think He zaps them warm fuzzy feelings, or the opportunity to love each other?  
I agree with one of the comments that was posted on the Youtube Clip for this scene in the film – it’s the best application for James Chapter 1 
Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way.
A well-developed person is not someone who never struggles.   A spiritually well-developed person is resilient.
Resilience is more about moving through challenges, being able to return to baseline and still remain open and optimistic.  
Resilience in dogs is an interesting topic.  Just like dogs, some people seem to take life in their stride, gliding through effortlessly without a care in the world……
And those who find small disruptions unsettling say, I wish I was like them!
Resilient dogs are good at expressing themselves, they are never silent.  They show how they’re feeling.  Suppressed dogs often appear ‘easy’ but actually they are camouflaging their true feelings.
What teaches resilience is not the challenge itself, but what happens afterwards.  
For a dog that’s generally sleep, rest and the rhythm of familiar routine.  
It’s very similar for us. 
Resting in Christ and his deep love for us, going to Him daily in prayer, reading and meditating, pondering and lingering on the scriptures is how we can decompress from this world’s business.  It’s how we build up resilience to this world and safeguard ourselves for future challenges.  Resilience is reinforced or eroded by daily patterns, so what Jesus is saying in Matt 11:28-30 applies to us:
Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
Interestingly, resilience in dogs is reinforced by relational safety.  Dogs who trust their owners  to notice, respond and protect are more willing to explore and move forward.  They are flexible and although they love and prefer routine, they are open and tolerant to variation, particularly when they experience it with their owner by their side.  
Let’s trust God in knowing what we are going through and to bring us through – out to the other side – to day 41 – Transformation day.

If we can think about how the world is in relation to the Body of Christ, it might help.  
You see the Church is the Body of Christ. 
It’s not this building – it’s not the Arch Bishop of Canterbury, nor the Church hierarchy, though of course they play their role within it:
The church is you and me, with Christ at the Head.   The world – is outside – peripheral to the church and we are to go OUT into the world with the good news and take it OUT.  In order to do this we need to be equipped ourselves.  Ready for battle as it were.  This is why the apostle Paul dwelt so much on spiritual sanctification.  It’s important – especially for ‘luke-warm’ Christians who think that salvation is all that matters.  It’s not.  In his letter to the Philippians, he said “there’s more to this life than trusting Christ”.  That’s a big statement.  I did a double take when I read that.  
Jesus did not get baptised and then leap up and down with everything hunky-dorey ready to lay hands on everyone and minister.  He had to go THROUGH a time of testing before His ministry took off.  Even when he was at the Wedding in Cana – he still didn’t think it was quite His time.  His mother had other ideas!
The apostle Paul prayed a wonderful prayer over the early Church.  He prayed that the eyes of their understanding would be enlightened so that they would know the hope of their calling, the riches of their inheritance and the greatness of God’s power that was available to them.




Let’s read Ephesians 1:15-23   
That’s why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master Jesus and your outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn’t stop thanking God for you—every time I prayed, I’d think of you and give thanks. But I do more than thank. I ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength!
20-23 All this energy issues from Christ: God raised him from death and set him on a throne in deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no name and no power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, but forever. He is in charge of it all, has the final word on everything. At the centre of all this, Christ rules the church. The church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. The church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with his presence.  
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Take a moment to think of that phrase “He fills everything with His presence”.
EVERYTHING
Our hearts, our homes, our workplaces, communities and the world…..
We are called to fill everything with HIS PRESENCE
We can often find ourselves ‘on the periphery’ of life, asking “Why are things so messed up?”  What is GOD doing?

God is alive and active in our lives and in the world. 
He has a plan.  We need to yield to that plan.
The Church (that’s you and me) is the central, active agent of God’s purpose on the earth.  The world revolves around God’s agenda for his people.  The Church is not on the fringes of society – it’s considered the central institution that brings the presence of God, HIS light and HIS love to the rest of the world. 
The world looks to us, the body of Christ for answers.  We’re responsible for providing those answers.  What an AWESOME responsibility!  Let’s prepare, let’s grow and let’s lose our luke-warm attitude and renew our zeal for God and His purposes.
Jesus is our starting point and our source.
WHAT TYPE OF ACTIVITY CAN WE DO TO PRACTISE HIS PRESENCE?
· Ask for Jesus to come into your heart and fill you with the Holy Spirit – ask us at PC to pray for you and we will lead you in prayer.
· Study the WORD – get a modern translation such as The Message
· Silence & thoughts toward God
· Supporting each other
· Sharing our faith – tell people how much Jesus loves them and what He’s doing in your life.
· Yield to His Love and His plan for your life – He knows you better than you know yourself.




A PERSONAL TESTIMONY
This isn’t just My Story – It’s HIS STORY concerning me.  
When I look back, I can see the times that God has been trying to get my attention – He does it with all of us.  Through loved ones, through strangers, through difficult times and challenges.  I rebuffed several people in their attempts to witness to me over the years.  You see I thought I knew best.  But God is patient.  He sows seeds in us – sometimes over many years and then BOOM!  The seed bursts open and a new beginning happens.  A tender shoot pushes out from the soil – but it must grow.

The bible tells us that sharing our faith MAKES US EFFECTIVE IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK
Philemon 1:6 “and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ”.
BILLY GRAHAM SAID: “Our faith becomes stronger as we express it; a growing faith is a sharing faith.”
That’s all very well you might say.  But what happens when we’re rejected, when our message isn’t received, when we are rebuffed?  
We’re not here to persuade people to accept the Gospel, we’re here to present the Gospel. What people do with it is up to them.  I was one of ‘those’ who was afraid to fully yield to Him in case He sent me off to Africa as a Missionary!  
But notice something here:
OUR faith becomes stronger when we SHARE it.  It’s OUR faith that’s exercised and strengthened in the process of sharing.  Whether or not it’s received gladly is down to the person at the receiving end.  
God sees no shame in coming to Him with questions of “WHY”?  
Our lamentations go up before Him and He hears us.  He allows us to go through the valleys with the intention that we come out the other side, not to stay in them.  We can get stuck sometimes and this is usually when we’ve tried to get out on our own instead of letting him escort us out.  
Giving your thoughts, your concerns, hopes and laments in the peace of a few moments.  
Here are some resources to help you in your journey of faith.
Until next time, bye for now.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0q-4Wpem4A
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/35961-40-days-of-spiritual-reboot

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/latest/news/young-people-are-reading-the-bible?source_code=NEW26022&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2026-02-20%20%20newsletter%20%20TQR%20appeal%20Fusion%20article&utm_content=2026-02-20%20%20newsletter%20%20TQR%20appeal%20Fusion%20article%20CID_b3a7a3980c6f135f4af32d6b60c8a750&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=young%20people%20are%20spiritually%20curious

A must read: Unravelled by Deanna Lorea
